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silence." The king promist that he would do it. On the fourteenth
day of the dark half of the month the ascetic took his stand in the great
cemetery, with the articles for performing the sacrifice. And at dead
of night the king too went to the cemetery, and the ascetic showed
him the way to the garni tree. Coming to the gam! tree by that path
he took the vetala on his shoulder; and as he was returning on the way
to the cemetery, the vetala said: " O king, to relieve the weariness of
the road let some tale be told." The king made no reply, fearing to
break the silence. The vetala said again: " O king, you will not tell
a story thru fear of breaking the silence. So I will tell a story; and at
the end of the story, if you know the answer to the question I shall
ask, and yet do not speak thru fear of breaking the silence, then your
head shall be split into a thousand pieces." So speaking he told a
story: " Hear, O king!
Emboxt story: The prince who insulted a brahman
On the south slope of the Himalaya there is a city named Vindhya-
vati. Here dwelt a king named Suvicara, who had a son Jayasena.
One time the prince went into the forest to hunt. And in the forest,
seeing a certain elephant, he pursued after it, and entered the jungle.
And when by some means or other he arrived at the road to the city,
and was coming back upon it alone, he perceived a certain river in the
middle of the forest; and there on the bank of the river ia certain
brahman was performing a religious ceremony. The king's son went
up to him and said: "Brahman, hold my horse there while I take a
drink of water." The brahman replied: " Am I then your servant,
that I should hold your horse ? " Then the prince struck him with his
whip; and the brahman ran howling into the king's presence and told
the king. And the king's eyes were inflamed with anger, and he com-
manded to expel his son from his dominions. At this juncture a min-
ister said: " Sire, why do you cause your son, who is well fitted to
assume the responsibilities of kingship, to be expelled from your
dominions ? This is not seemly." The king said: "Minister, this
is seemly; since he struck with his whip the person of a brahman,
therefore he is not a fit person (to rule)- A prudent man should not
incur the enmity of brahmans. And it is said:
3. A wise man should not eat poison, nor play with serpents, nor
revile the companies of ascetics, nor antagonize brahmans.
O minister, have you not heard the purarias [ancient histories] ?   In